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CALIFORNIA WALNUT BOARD / CALIFORNIA WALNUT COMMISSION
AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, July 28, 2010
Sacramento, CA
A joint meeting of the California Walnut Board and California Walnut Commission Audit
Committees was held on Wednesday, July 28, 2010, at the Farm Bureau in Sacramento, CA.
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by CWB/CWC Treasurer Martin Mariani. Ms.
Steindorf called the roll and the following members were present:
CWB Audit Committee
Martin Mariani, Treasurer
Donald Norene
Fred Spanfelner

CWC Audit Committee
Martin Mariani, Treasurer
William Crain
David Skinner

CWB Committee member Robert Lea and CWC Committee member Pete Turner were
absent. Ms. Steindorf informed the Treasurer that a quorum was present for both Committees.
Also in attendance were Jennifer Glass, Gilbert Associates; Jeff Smutney, USDA; and
CWB/CWC staff members Dennis Balint, Heather Donoho and Dana Steindorf.
The first order of business was the approval of the minutes from the last Joint Audit
Committee meeting held on February 1, 2010. CWB Audit Committee member Mr. Norene
made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed, Mr. Spanfelner seconded the motion and it
carried unanimously. CWC Audit Committee member Mr.Skinner made a motion to approve the
minutes as mailed and Mr. Crain seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Mariani then asked Ms. Donoho to introduce the next agenda item, Review of
Charter. Ms. Donoho stated that the charter, which is to be reviewed annually, is unchanged.
Having reviewed the charter, the committee agreed to accept the current year charter for the
2010/11 fiscal year as is, with no changes.
Next, Jennifer Glass of Gilbert Associates discussed the audit schedule for the 2009/10
audit. Gilbert staff members will be conducting the audit the weeks of November 8 and 15. She
also stated that there are new regulations for the MAP testing portion, which may necessitate
additional time and sampling.
Regarding audits, Ms. Donoho will be attending a CDFA Marketing Programs Executive
Committee meeting this afternoon. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss potential changes
to the CDFA audit process, which is well behind schedule.

Mr. Mariani then asked Ms. Donoho to review the policy revisions and additions. Ms.
Donoho detailed the red line changes, as shown in the document attached to these minutes.
The changes related to property and travel have been made to clarify and/or update existing
policy. However, Exhibit 2 – Business Meals is new. This section provides guidance for
expenses that relate to business meals. Mr. Skinner asked that ATO on page 26 be spelled out
in its entirety. With that change noted, CWB committee member Mr. Norene made a motion to
approve the policy revisions and additions. Mr. Spanfelner seconded the motion, and it passed
unanimously. CWC committee member Mr. Crain made a motion to approve the policy
revisions and additions, Mr. Skinner seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
Under other business, the Mr. Balint mentioned the recent mailing the Board did to
walnut hullers and growers reiterating the marketing order definitions of a handler. Also, the
Committee discussed the upcoming crop year and the handler coalition subjective crop forecast.
Mr. Mariani stated that no Executive Session was necessary. The time and place of
other business will be left to the discretion of the Treasurer and staff. There being no other
business to come before the Committees, Mr. Mariani adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m.
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